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White Pass Scenic Byway 

The Playground of Volcano Country

CHEHALIS, Wash. – February 20, 2008 –  The White Pass Scenic Byway has identified itself as a premiere recreational destination in Washington State. The byway is an exceptional driving journey, offering travelers experiences of wildlife, outstanding scenic and natural landscapes and outdoor recreation. The byway passes through an exceptionally diverse range of habitats, geological features and river valleys that set it apart from other recreational opportunities in the region. The corridor rises from lowlands on both ends of the byway to a 4500’ high pass at the crest of the Cascade Mountains. Mt. Rainier to the north and Mt. St. Helens to the south and the road system through the Gifford Pinchot National Forest connects the area to the Columbia River Gorge through Wine Country on the eastern slopes of the Cascade Mountains. This major west-east arterial is a significant and important route for both commerce and the tourism industry. 
Two carefully selected themes were chosen to help tell the story for the visitor experience. They are intended to help articulate what the byway is about and to enhance the character of the byway. The first theme is Washington’s Wildlife Trail. The byway is recognized as the best area for wildlife viewing opportunities in the state. Locations such as the fish hatcheries, Swofford Pond, Woods Creek, Riffe Lake, Timberwolf Mountain and Oak Creek Feeding Area are home for elk, bighorn sheep, birds and other wildlife that thrive the area’s diverse habitats. From the wet-side’s green river valleys and forests through the foothills and meadows of alpine country to the open steppes of Eastern Washington, the White Pass Scenic Byway provides access to a range of wild habitats that can’t be found anywhere else in the state. The vertical migration from nearly sea level up to 4500 ft. offers an amazing array of a variety of animal and vegetative life which is significant and unique to the byway.
The second theme was identified as the outdoor playground of volcano country. The White Pass Scenic Byway is a recreational paradise in the shadow of Mt. Rainier, Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Adams. Whether you enjoy camping, wilderness hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, river rafting or even hang gliding, there are more outdoor recreational opportunities along the byway than anywhere else in the south cascades region. The rivers and lakes are well-known for water sport adventure. Leisure activities in the forests and grasslands are popular year-round. Wildflowers and vegetation change with the seasons and provide awesome views from the many roadside viewpoints. Campgrounds are in abundance along the corridor and provide access into the many remote areas for horseback riding, hiking and exploring. 
As the byway becomes better recognized as a travel destination of regional and national significance, it is anticipated that more travelers will plan multi-day itineraries to experience the byway. Businesses and communities are anxious to respond to the needs of the visitor and look forward to sharing the many stories of life along the White Pass Scenic Byway.  
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